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UPSC Booklist 2026 for Prelims

The UPSC Booklist 2026 for Prelims includes essential books for core subjects like Polity,
History, Geography, Economy, and Environment. Focused reading and multiple revisions from
these standard sources help build a solid base and improve accuracy for the objective exam.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Prelims GS Paper |

The UPSC Booklist 2026 for Prelims General Studies Paper | focuses on core subjects such as
History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Environment, and Current Affairs. The table below
discusses a detailed booklist for UPSC Prelims GS 1.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Prelims GS Paper |

Subject Recommended Books Author/Publication
History (Ancient & | Old NCERT History (Class 11) RS Sharma, Satish
Medieval) Chandra

Modern History A Brief History of Modern India Spectrum (Rajiv Ahir)
Polity Indian Polity M. Laxmikanth
Geography Certificate Physical and Human Geography | G.C. Leong

and Class 11th, 12th NCERT

Economy Indian Economy Nitin Singhania /
Ramesh Singh

Environment Environment for UPSC Shankar IAS

Current Affairs Monthly Current Affairs or Daily Newspaper | Various

Art & Culture An Introduction to Indian Art — NCERT, Art NCERT or Nitin
and Culture book by Nitin Singhania Singhania
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UPSC Booklist 2026 for Prelims CSAT Paper i

CSAT (Paper Il) is qualifying in nature, but don’t take it lightly. The UPSC Booklist 2026 for
CSAT Paper Il includes resources that focus on comprehension, reasoning, and quantitative
aptitude.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Prelims CSAT Paper Il

Topic Recommended Books Author/Publication

Quantitative Aptitude Quantitative Aptitude for Competitive Exams | R.S. Aggarwal

Logical Reasoning A Modern Approach to Logical Reasoning R.S. Aggarwal

Reading Comprehension | Previous Year Papers + CSAT Manual Tata McGraw Hill

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper |

The UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper | includes Indian Heritage and Culture, History,
and Geography. The following books provide excellent coverage and insights into the subjects.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper |

Subject Recommended Books Author/Publication

Indian Art & Culture Indian Art and Culture Nitin Singhania

Modern History India’s Struggle for Independence or | Bipan Chandra/ Spectrum
Spectrum rajiv Ahir

World History History of the World Norman Lowe
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Geography (Indian &
World)

G.C. Leong + NCERTs Class 11, 12

G.C. Leong, NCERT

Society

Social Issues in India

Ram Ahuja

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper I

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper |l deals with Polity, Governance, Constitution, Social
Justice, and International Relations. The UPSC Booklist 2026 for this paper includes reference
materials that provide in-depth understanding and examples for answer writing.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper Il

Subject

Recommended Books

Author/Publication

Indian Constitution

Indian Polity

M. Laxmikanth

Governance

Governance in India

Laxmikanth (optional)

International Relations

Current Affairs + India’s Foreign Policy | Newspapers/Magazines

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper lll

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper Il includes subjects like Economy, Technology,
Environment, Security, and Disaster Management. The UPSC Booklist 2026 here should help
you understand complex issues and frame analytical answers with real-world applications.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper il

Subject

Recommended Books

Author/Publication

Indian Economy

Indian Economy

Nitin Singhania / Ramesh
Singh

Environment

Environment

Shankar IAS
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Disaster 2nd ARC Reports + NDMA Government Sources

Management Guidelines

Science & Science Reporter + Current Affairs Publication Division

Technology

Internal Security Challenges to Internal Security in Ashok Kumar, McGraw Hill
India

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper IV (Ethics)

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper IV is about ethics, integrity, and aptitude. It includes
theoretical and case-study-based books that help you develop a balanced and value-oriented
perspective.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Mains GS Paper IV

Topic Recommended Books Author/Publication

Ethics & Integrity Lexicon for Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude | Chronicle Publications

Case Studies G Subba Rao or any practice workbook | Various

Theory + Examples | Second ARC Reports (Ethics Chapter) | Government Sources

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Optional Subjects

Choosing the right optional is crucial, and the UPSC Booklist 2026 includes standard references
for popular optional subjects. Always choose based on your interest and academic background.

UPSC Booklist 2026 for Popular Optional Subjects

Optional Recommended Books Author/Publication
Subject
Geography Majid Hussain, NCERTSs, GC Leong Majid Hussain
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Politics

Anthropology Physical Anthropology, Tribal India Nadeem Hasnain
Sociology Sociology: Themes and Perspectives Haralambos & Holborn
PSIR Global Politics, Indian Government and Andrew Heywood,

Laxmikanth




